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1. The CINCPAC Command History 1963 is promulgated in response 
to the direction of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


2. This document contains information affecting the security of the 
United States within the meaning ofthe Espionage Laws, Title 18, U. S. 
Code Section 793 and 794. Transmission or revelation of its contents 
in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law. The 
material contained within this document is to be treated with the utmost 
discretion. Under no circumstances shall possession thereof be 
transferred, or the information contained therein be imparted, to 
personnel other than those whose duties specifically require knowledge 
thereof. Information provided any individual will be the minimum 
required in the performance of his duties. — 


3, The security classification is indicated for each page of this 


document. Where items within a page are of a lower classification 
than the overall page, the lower classification is indicated, 


4, This document will be transported, stowed, safeguarded and | 
accounted for in accordance with the instruction contained in the | 
effective edition of the security regulations for handling classified 

matter of the military service of the holder. Reproduction of Top 

Secret portions of the CINCPAC Command History 1963 is prohibited 

except with the permission of the Commander in Chief Pacific or 


higher authority. 
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OPERATION OF U.S. FORCES 


ens 


Navai Patrols Along the Communist Coasts 


During 1962 U.S. Naval Forces conducted JCS approved patrols 
along communist shores to test the reaction of Red Chinese and 
Russian forces. The first patrol of 1963 was carried out by the USS 
SHELTON, which departed Keelung on 28 January and proceeded via 
_ the Teushima Strait, the Sea of Japan and Gulf of Tartary between 
Sakhalin Island and the Russian coast. Keeping 20 miles off the 
Russian coast, the ship then returned to Keelung, arriving 9 February. 
During much of the time, the SHELTON was under Susveanes by 


1. CINCPAC 335 eraey Nr. 63-1, Fixed Base Rorce Survival Study, 
Jan 1963 (TS) 
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Soviet aircraft and surface units. In one instance, a Soviet IL-28 
aircraft made repeated passes at 5,000 to 15,000 feet while opening 
and closing the bomb bay doors. 1,2,3 
A second patrol, conducted by the USS BAUSELL, departed Subic 
Bay on 19 February to patrol Indonesian waters. As a cover for this 
operation, visits to Djakarta and Darwin were arranged. Aiter visiting 
Djakarta, the BAUSELL departed for Darwin on 6 March by way of 
Java, Flores Seas, and Wetar Strait, arriving at Darwin on 11 March. 
The ship remained in Darwin from 1] until 14 March, returning via 
Banda Sea, Manipa Strait, Molucca and Celebes Seas, Sibutu Passage, 
Sulu Sea, Balabac Strait and Palawan Passage. 4,5,6,7,8 
The third patrol was conducted by the USS WILTSIE, which 


departed Keelung on 17 June and proceeded via the Tsushima Strait to 


_the Gulf of Tartary. The WILTSIE detected numerous unidentified 


aircraft, sighted an IL-28 and was overflown by two TU-16's which 
made many passes over the ship, On 25 June the WILTSIE was 
intercepted and taken under surveillance at close range by a Kotlin 


class DD. Later that day the WILTSIE was directed to terminate the 
patrol, and it returned to Keelung arriving on 29 June. 9,10, 11,12, 13 
A fourth patrol involving no unusual incidents was made by the 
USS SOMERS, which departed Keelung on 19 August on a route east of 
the main Japanese Islands and the Kuriles to a position just east of 
Petropavlovsk. On the return run the SOMERS entered the Sea of 


Japan via the Tsugaru Straits, and on to Keelung via the Tsushima 
CTU 72.1.2 DTG 040740Z Feb 1963 (5) 
- CTU 72.1.2 DTG 050325Z Feb 1963 (S) 
CTU 72.1.2 DTG 060155Z Feb 1963 (S) 
CINCPACFLT 092131Z Feb 1963 (TS) 
COMSEVENTHFLT 240530Z Feb 1963 (TS) 
CINCPACFLT 272157Z Feb 1963 (TS) 
COMSEVENTHFLT 030458Z Mar 1963 (TS) 
Ltr, CO USS BAUSELL (DD845), 19 Mar 1963, In CINCPAC J3 
files (TS) 
9, CINCPAC 220423Z May 1963 {S} 
10. CTU 72.1.2 DTG 231100Z Jun 1963 (S) 
11, CTU 72.1.2 DTG 241150Z Jun 1963. (S)} 
12, CTU 72.1.2 DTG 2512362 Jun 1963 (S) 
13, CTU 72.1.2 DTG 261140Z Jun 1963 (S) 
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Straits. 1,2 


During the period 27 September - 7 October the USS BLUE 


conducted a patrol in the northern part of the Yellow Sea where it 





encountered five Chinese Communist naval ships including a Kaibokan 
II class PF, a PC, an AKL, a Kronstadt class PC and a Gorky class 
DD. The latter ship gavethe BLUE many visual warnings and the 
Chinese Communist eee Office also issued serious ae 
concerning this patrol. > (8) : 

On 15 December, the USS JOHN R, CRAIG conducted a surveil- 
lance patrol of the Paracel Islands. As on previous patrols of this area, 


flashing light warnings were observed. - 


Efforts to Collect Intelligence of Soviet Missile Tests 


The U.S. pursued its intelligence collection effort during 1963 
against the Soviet long range missile tests conducted in the mid-Pacific 
area. The first 1963 sighting by a U.S. aircraft of Soviet Missile 
Range Instrumentation Ships occurred on 5 May. when the SIBIR, 
SAKHALIN and the SUCHAN were discovered midway between the 
Aleutian and Hawaiian Islands, and heading for the mid-Pacific area. ? 
The JCS immediately directed CINCPAC to take appropriate actions ; 
involved in the collection effort, and CINCPAC designated the USS 
WILHOITE {DER 397) as the ship to be fitted for the mission of 
collection. 6 Since the operations were to be conducted in the vicinity 
of Johnston Island, CINCPAC asked, and received from CJTF 8, 
Washington, D.C., permission to use the island to support the 
operations. t The USS WILHOITE sailed on 10 May and gained contact 
with the Russian ships on 13 May. The same day a foreign technology 
division (FTD) C-54 aircraft arrived at Hickam AFB to take part in 


the same operation. By 14° May , all forces were in place and 1 


Creer ee Pee eee Ce LI 2 eomawwie me we om 


1. CINCPACFLT 190004Z Jul 1963 (S) 

2. CINCPACFLT 190226Z Jul 1963 (S) 

3, USS BLUE ltr ser 001 (CPR 5003983-63), 7 Oct 1963 (S) 
4, USS JOHN R, CRAIG 151020Z Dec 1963 (5) 

5. CTF 93, 050931Z May 1963 (5) 

6. JCS 1786-63 DTG 062249Z May 1963 (TS) 
7. CJTF 8 WASH DC 081713Z May 1963 (S) {| 
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communications were established. 

On 15 May, the FTD C-54 moved its base to Johnston Island, and 
daily surveillance flights by SP-2E aircraft from Johnston continued 
until the end of May. At the same time, the USS WILHOITE maintained 
observations and submitted daily situation reports. On 16 May the 
Russian ships moved to a formation indicating that a missile was 
expected, but nothing happened on that date: Again on 18 May the ships 
moved into formation and U.S. collection units in the area observed 
partial glow of two missile reentries at about 181532Z and 181542Z. 
Intelligence concerning these missiles was limited by unfavorable 
weather to telemetry. Another missile was observed 251542Z, All 
units were on station and excellent ELINT and optical information was 
recorded. 1,2 (F) | 

The Russian ships departed station on 26 May, and as soon as it 
became apparent that the tests were completed, CINCPAC directed the 
return of the U.S. forces to normal operational control. (S) 

The Soviet ships moved northward and by early June were in an 
obvious position for observation. This was confirmed with the launch~ 
ing of Vostok 5 and 6 on 14 and 16 June respectively and their recovery 
on 19 June. On 21 June, when it became evident that the Soviet ships 


were closing the area known as the "northern box'', CINCPACFLT 


directed the WILHOITE to take up surveillance once again, ordered 
aircraft deployment to Midway, and activated standby communications.” 
On 28 June the Soviets fired an ICBM that was observed by ELINT, and 
by U.S. aircraft optical equipment. ) 

The Soviet Missile Range Instrumentation Ships remained in the 
northern box and an ICBM was fired on 8 and 9 July. U.S. collection 
units were on station and obtained excellent results. aie ‘Late on 9 
July the Soviet ships got underway toward Petropavlovsk and the next 


CTU 92.2.1 DTG 2520102, May 1963 (S) 
PACAF 260105Z May 1963 (S) ; 
CINCPACFLT 2102192 Jun 1963 (S) 
CTF Nine Two DTG 090843Z Jul 1963 (S) 
‘ CTG Nine Two DTG 100943Z Jul 1963 (5S) 
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day Moscow announced through Lass that the tests were completed. : 
CINCPAC terminated U.S. operations and units returned to normal 
operational conditions, 2,3 

U.S. collection efforts were again readied when on 12 November 
the Soviet ships were sighted at 45-30N 165-32E heading in a south- 
easterly direction, . The ships continued to an area in the vicinity of 
Johnston Island where extensive rehearsal operations were conducted 
in the latter part of November; however, no missiles were fired; 5,6 

Soviet official news organ, TASS, made an announcement declar- 
ing two danger areas in the mid-Pacific for the purpose of testing long 
range rockets during the period 2 December 1963 to 25 January 1964. 7 
Several rehearsal spreads were conducted by the Soviet Missile Range 
Instrumentation Ships and ICBM re-entries were observed on 11, 20, 
and 25 December by U.S. units (two EA3B,. one P2V and one DER) 


involved in the collection effort. 8,9,10 


Soviet Overflights of the USS KITTY HAWK 


Twice during the early part of 1963 the USS KITTY HAWK conducted 


operations in the north Pacific that drew the attention of Soviet forces. 


‘From 27 January until 2 February the KITTY HAWK was in the vicinity 


of 40N and 150E. During the seven day period, 37 aircraft from the 


Soviet Pacific Ocean Fleet Air Force flew near the U.S. ship, althougk. 


none passed directly over her. Task Group 77.6 gained considerable 
intelligence from the Russian flights. 

Later, from 5 to 12 March, the KITTY HAWK conducted opera-~ 
tions to test the ability of the Soviets to detect and track U.S. fleet 


CTF Nine Two 1106212 Jul 1963 (S) 
CINCPAC 102214Z Jul 1963 (S) 

JCS 2774 DTG 121435Z Jul 1963 (S) 
CTF 93 DTG 1222332 (S) 

CTF 92 210831Z Nov 1963 (S} 

CTF 92 261035Z Nov 1963 (S) 

CTF 92 3007132 Nov 1963 (S) 

CTG 92 130223Z Dec 1963 (S) 

CTG 92 2107552 Dec 1963 (8) 

0. CTF 92 260653Z Dec 1963 (S) 
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